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Stodent success rates in proficiency tesis
probably reveal all that parents need to know to
make intelligent choices. other than the fees
charged and the location. -
When # market is well-informed and
competitive, government interference in that
market is unjustifiable. Takew af face value, the:
language teacher-licensing requirement treats
parents as being incapable of deciding for
themsedves whom to allow 1o teach their children,
i the education ministry really cares about the.
quality of language education in Greece then
perhiaps it would should spend time refiecting on
uﬁlyﬁrmkhmmhcldsﬁnﬁﬂmmﬂﬂspmd
500 million euros per vear on private language
tuition. Could it be that the quality of language
tuition in the Greek state schools, for which
ministry  definitely has Tesponsibility, is
inadequate? Although Greece prides itself on the
provision of free, public education, if the quality

of that education is inadequate then that is very |

costly mot only 10 young people.and their
parents, but also 1¢ the country asd whole.

The remedy for inadequate public cducation
is net the regulation of &-mﬁt
alternatives that spring up to satisfy demand!
Isii't it aboul time that Greece started to replace
some of its myriad of complex, private mterest-
driven regulations by betier-functioning,
competitive markets free from governme
interference? This would surely benefit the
interest, a term some politicians seem 10
as a foreign language.

eter F Pope
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other blow to dogs and cafs

THE FACT that thousands of neglected, abused
and emwanied dogs and cars are transported [rom
Greece 10 homes in other European countries is
well known. Anyone living in, or even visiting,
Gresce will know that “adoption” outside Greece
is the only chance for many of these desperate
animals 1o find a decent tife.

What may niet be so well known is the recent
publication of a presidential decree concerning the
illegal movement of stray animals. Quite sirply,
its purpose is 1o stop the movement of such
animals out of Greece.

This decree (protocol number 258864,
published June 24) implies that unwanted animals

dn

l.
!

1

x

anything further from the truth. It is also implied
that the tescue organisations, both Greek and
foreign, that are involved in transporting them
oot of the country have sinister motives.
Appropriate authoities are told to disbelieve the
claims of the rescuers o be animal lovers and o
are to be prosecuted.

1f this decree achieves its objective and stops
the movemient of animals out of Greece it is hard
to> s whiat the Tescue organisations can possibly
do. They are aleady overwhelmed and have finile

. -and very limited capacity i take care of more

animeals, No doubt, pups and kittens dumped afive
in rubbish bins, tnwanted dogs ditched out of cars
on the highways and other npeglected, injured and
ahandoned animals in desperate need of helpwill
continie to arrive at the doors of the rescoe
organisations, If they cannat move them to new
homes abroad what are they to do?

Why do the Greek authorities - who cannot
summon the political will to enforce their own
animal welfare legislation - feel it necessary to

humanirarian mokives, are trying to heip?
Richard Johnson
Crefe
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g1 wﬁ.s on the Fxpress 96 bus from the airport

to Piraeus twice this month. On one occasion a
group of French people bound for the port gol
off at the wrong place, so | had to run after them
to tell them to get back on the bus and get off
later. | indicated an intersection as the place
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